
Applicant Public or Other Interested PartyWashington State Department of Health 
(DOH)

Applicant reviews activities 
requiring an On-Site Sewage 

Disposal Permit 
(triggering mechanisms)

required

not
required No Permit Required

Permit 
Issued

Applicant submits Large on-Site 
Sewage (LOSS) Pre-Design 

Documents to DOH

DOH conducts Final Inspection

Comments on 
inspection

Approve with 
permission to cover

DOH issues Operating Permit and 
Reviews Manual

Comments 
on Manual

Approve 
Manual

Applicant is required to annually 
renew operating permit by 

submitting an annual Operating 
and Maintenance Report to DOH
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If less than 
3,500 gal/day

What is the Design Flow of the on-site 
sewage system?

Design flow?

 if more than 14,500 
gal/day; more than 
3,500 gal/day with 

mechanical 
treatment; or any 
design flow that 
receives state or 
federal funding.

DOH decides whether the project 
appears conceptually feasible.

Project not feasibleProject Feasible

Applicant schedules Pre-Site 
Inspection with DOH

Applicant submits Engineering 
Report, Plans, and Specifications

DOH conducts Pre-Site Inspection to 
determine site/soil suitability and loading 

rate

Site not SuitableSite Suitable

DOH reviews Engineering Report, Plans, 
and Specifications

Comments on 
documents

Approves documents 
without comment

Applicant may proceed with bids 
and construction

Applicant schedules Final 
Inspection

Engineer must submit 
Construction Report, Operating and 
Maintenance Manual, and As-Built 
to DOH within 60 days of project 

completion
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If between 3,500 
and 14,500 gal/day
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Legend: =Hyperlink =Progression                 =Potential additional review path
For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.ora.wa.gov or call the Washington State Office of Regulatory Assistance at (800) 917-0043.

A

Environmental 
Permitting Services

On-Site Sewage Disposal Permit (LOSS)
(Between 3,500 and 14,500 gal/day)

http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/permithandbook/permitdetail.asp?id=96
links/onsite_sewage_disposal_link_a.html
http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/permithandbook/permitdetail.asp?id=95
http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/permithandbook/permitdetail.asp?id=97
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/WW/Loss/PRE-DESIGN.pdf
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/WW/Loss/LOSS-Review-checklist.doc
links/onsite_sewage_disposal_link_f.html
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/WW/Loss/LOSS-ANNUAL-REPT.doc
http://www.ora.wa.gov
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pac/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/WW/Loss/default.htm
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